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1. INTRODUCTION 

Environmental Science Associates (ESA) was retained by Alta Planning + Design (Alta), on behalf of the 
Chelan-Douglas Transportation Council (Council), to conduct a preliminary alternatives assessment for 
the Chelan-Douglas Regional Pathways Master Plan Project (project). The project includes the 
construction of a new multi-purpose trail for pedestrian and bicycle use.  

This project is being designed with a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) whose participants have been 
established by the Council. The TAC is providing feedback and guidance to the Council on the approach, 
methods, initial findings, and recommendations of the planning process. The TAC consists of staff 
representatives from Chelan County, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), Link 
Transit, and the cities relevant to each pathway corridor of the trail, as described below.  

In addition, a Community Advisory Committee (CAC) has been established for each pathway corridor. 
The Council intends for the CAC to be a public venue to allow for review and feedback from interested 
residents regarding review of the existing conditions reports; public engagement results; pathway 
corridors and route options; branding, wayfinding, and pathway benefits; the environmental, social, and 
cultural review; and phasing recommendations.  

The purpose of this document is to:  

• Describe existing natural resources along the pathway corridors. 

• Evaluate the regulatory implications of trail planning, with respect to sensitive environmental and 
riparian buffer requirements in the study area. 

1.1 Project Location 
The project is within portions of Chelan and Douglas counties, Washington. Portions follow the shoreline 
of the Columbia River, Wenatchee River, Entiat River, and Lake Chelan. The project is divided into five 
pathway corridors (Figure 1). Within each pathway corridor, various potential route options are being 
explored. The five pathway corridors are:  

• The Chelan to Mason pathway corridor is routed along the northeastern shoreline of Lake Chelan, 
beginning just east of the City of Chelan and terminating in Manson. The trail is primarily proposed 
along State Route (SR) 150. 

• The Wenatchee to Entiat to Chelan pathway corridor is primarily routed along the western 
portion of the Columbia River, beginning in Wenatchee running north along SR 97A through Entiat 
until it reaches Chelan. From Chelan, the trail will continue south toward Chelan Falls adjacent to SR 
150 or Gorge Road. From Chelan Falls, the trail continues west along the Columbia River until it 
reaches SR 97A.  

• The Leavenworth to Cashmere to Wenatchee pathway corridor has several route options, 
including areas along United States Highway (US) 2 or other roadways located near the Wenatchee 
River. This pathway corridor crosses through Monitor, Cashmere, and Peshastin before terminating in 
Leavenworth.  
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• The Malaga to Wenatchee pathway corridor is routed on the southern side of the Columbia River 
along the Malaga Alcoa Highway. 

• The Rock Island to East Wenatchee pathway corridor is primarily routed along the northern side 
of the Columbia River adjacent to SR 28. A route option at the eastern end of the corridor 
circumnavigates Rock Island around Hideaway Lake and Blue Heron Lake.  

The project spans the following eight jurisdictions:  

• Chelan County 

• Douglas County 

• City of Cashmere 

• City of Chelan 

• City of Entiat 

• City of Leavenworth 

• City of Rock Island 

• City of Wenatchee 
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Prepared by Alta Planning + Design 2024 

Figure 1. 
 Overview Map of Pathway Corridors 

The individual pathway corridors are represented in Figures 1-5 in Appendix A.  
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2. METHODS 

ESA reviewed and compiled information from the following readily available datasets for natural 
resources such as wetlands, streams, threatened and endangered species, and habitat within the vicinity of 
the pathway corridors. This included examining areas within 300 feet of the pathway corridors.  

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) (USFWS 2024a). 

• USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) species and habitat database (USFWS 
2024b). 

• National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Critical Habitat Mapper (NOAA 2024). 

• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey (NRCS 2024). 

• Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) mapping 
(WDFW 2024a). 

• Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (NWIFC) Statewide Washington Integrated Fish 
Distribution (SWIFD) dataset (NWIFC 2024). 

• United States Geological Survey (USGS) National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) (USGS 2023). 

The resources examined are regulated by local, state, and federal agencies, and some trail construction 
and management activities may require coordination with and approval by these governing entities. This 
report includes the examination of wetlands, streams, threatened and endangered species, general habitat 
conditions and fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, This report does not include the examination 
of frequently flooded areas, geologic hazards, or critical aquifer recharge areas.  

After review and compilation of information from the above resources, ESA biologists conducted a 
windshield field survey from July 15 to 17, 2024 to confirm the presence of natural resources. The field 
survey involved examining each mapped resource and marking it as present or not and taking various 
notes on the pathway corridors. Resources that were not mapped by the above databases were also 
recorded during the field survey.  
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3. EXISTING CONDITIONS FINDINGS 

This section summarizes key natural resources for each pathway corridor. 

3.1 Chelan to Manson Pathway Corridor 
The majority of the Chelan to Manson pathway corridor is adjacent to Lake Chelan. The USFWS NWI 
maps a few wetlands and streams as potentially occurring within or adjacent to the pathway corridor 
(USFWS 2024a). WDFW PHS also maps several polygons of shrubsteppe habitat adjacent to the pathway 
corridor. Shrubsteppe habitat is found in areas with rolling hills or plains. The habitat is defined as having 
an overstory of sagebrush (Artemisia spp.) and other woody shrubs. Crytobiotoc crusts made up of 
microscopic fragile organisms form on the ground under the shrubby understory, locking in moisture and 
helping to prevent erosion. Shrubsteppe habitat supports a variety of species adapted to arid landscapes 
such as mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), northern rattlesnakes (Crotalus horridus) and burrowing owls 
(Athene cunicularia), though there are numerous other species (WDFW 2024b). The WDFW PHS does 
not map any other species or habitats within this pathway corridor.  

The majority of this pathway corridor is heavily developed and is currently in residential land uses, 
limiting the amount of potential habitat areas. During the field survey, several potential wetlands, 
including one not mapped by NWI located near E Wapato Way and S Madeline Road, were identified. No 
fish-bearing stream crossings were identified; however, the pathway corridor crosses three potential non-
fish bearing streams. Fragmented shrubsteppe habitat is interspersed along the pathway corridor in less-
developed areas.  

Mapped and field-verified features for the Chelan to Mason pathway corridor are shown on Figure 2, 
Appendix A.  

3.2 Wenatchee to Entiat to Chelan Pathway Corridor 
A large portion of the Wenatchee to Entiat to Chelan pathway corridor is adjacent to and west of the 
Columbia River, with another smaller section of the northern portion located along the southwest 
shoreline of Lake Chelan. The NWI, NWIFC, and NHD map several wetlands and streams as occurring 
throughout the pathway corridor. WDFW PHS maps shrubsteppe habitat as occurring throughout large 
sections of the pathway corridor. In addition to shrubsteppe habitat, WDFW PHS also maps cliff/steep 
bluff habitat; waterfowl concentrations; and habitat for golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), big horn sheep 
(Ovis canadensis), and mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) as occurring within and adjacent to the pathway 
corridor. The golden eagle is currently a candidate species for listing within Washington State 
(WDFW 2024c).  

This pathway corridor weaves through undeveloped, urban, and agricultural areas. During the field 
survey, multiple potential stream crossings were identified, several of which may be fish bearing and are 
named streams. Two potential wetland areas were also identified, one not mapped by NWI. The potential 
non-mapped NWI wetland is located adjacent to SR 150 near Willmorth Drive. Large areas of continuous 
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shrubsteppe habitat were identified directly adjacent to the pathway corridor, particularly along areas 
adjacent to SR 97A as well as areas along Gorge Road.  

A portion of the pathway corridor along the Columbia River between Chelan Falls and Stayman was 
inaccessible during the field survey due to private property and limited roadway access, so natural 
resources in these areas could not be examined directly; however, based on aerial imagery and WDFW 
PHS mapping, shrubsteppe habitat is likely present throughout the area.  

Mapped and field-verified features for the Wenatchee to Entiat to Chelan pathway corridor are shown on 
Figure 3, Appendix A. 

3.3 Leavenworth to Cashmere to Wenatchee Pathway 
Corridor 

The Leavenworth to Cashmere to Wenatchee pathway corridor contains several route options, which are 
all located along or near the Wenatchee River. The pathway corridor and its route options include 
numerous stream crossings, and the NWIFC and NHD map several irrigation ditches. The NWI also maps 
several wetlands as occurring within the pathway corridor. The WDFW PHS maps several areas of 
shrubsteppe habitat, cavity-nesting duck habitat, and historic and current mule deer habitat.  

The Leavenworth to Cashmere to Wenatchee pathway corridor and route options weave through 
undeveloped, urban, industrial, and agricultural areas. During the field survey, several streams (fish and 
non-fish bearing), irrigation ditches, and potential wetlands were identified adjacent to and within the 
pathway corridor. Several areas not mapped by NWI were identified as potentially containing wetlands; 
these include areas along US 2 near Leavenworth and an area adjacent to North Star Road.  

Shrubsteppe habitat is concentrated within eight areas along the pathway corridor. Other areas of this 
pathway corridor also contain shrubsteppe habitat, but it was more fragmented from urban development. 
Two osprey (Pandion haliaetus) nests were also observed near Wenatchee within the pathway corridor.  

The route option from Peshastin to Leavenworth along the Wenatchee River was not accessible during the 
field survey due to the surrounding landscape characteristics, but several potential drainages or streams 
are mapped as potentially occurring in this area. The WDFW PHS also maps shrubsteppe habitat as 
potentially occurring in this portion of the route option. Although the area was not accessible, based on 
the surrounding areas and aerial imagery, it is assumed that no shrubsteppe habitat is present in this area.  

Mapped and field-verified features for the Leavenworth to Cashmere to Wenatchee pathway corridor are 
shown on Figure 4, Appendix A.  

3.4 Malaga to Wenatchee Pathway Corridor 
The Malaga to Wenatchee pathway corridor is primarily adjacent to the southern side of the Columbia 
River. The NWI maps three potential wetlands along this pathway corridor, and the NWIFC and NHD 
map several potential stream crossings. In addition to shrubsteppe habitat mapped near Malaga, the 
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WDFW PHS also maps waterfowl concentrations, wood duck habitat, cavity-nesting birds, and historic 
mule deer habitat as occurring within portions of this pathway corridor.  

Four potential wetlands were observed during the field survey, three of which are mapped by the NWI. 
The presence of three stream crossings, two of which are likely fish bearing, was also confirmed. Two 
osprey nests were also observed on established nesting platforms. The Columbia River likely provides 
ample foraging opportunities for the species. Shrubsteppe habitat is concentrated near Malaga, and the 
remainder of the pathway corridor is more developed and contains mostly fragmented shrubsteppe 
habitat. 

Mapped and field-verified features for the Malaga to Wenatchee pathway corridor are shown on Figure 5, 
Appendix A. 

3.5 Rock Island to East Wenatchee Pathway Corridor 
The Rock Island to East Wenatchee pathway corridor is located adjacent to several lakes including 
Hideaway Lake and Blue Heron Lake. The lakes are mapped by both the WDFW PHS and NWI; the 
WDFW PHS reports them as being utilized by a variety of species including waterfowl, nongame birds, 
muskrats, and raptors. There are two mapped non-fish bearing stream crossings. The portion of the 
pathway corridor from Rock Island to East Wenatchee is adjacent to the northern side of the Columbia 
River and contains sections of mapped shrubsteppe habitat. 

During the field survey, access to the lakes on Rock Island was limited due to private property and lack of 
an established path or roadway. However, the portions of the lakes that were observed near Blue Heron 
Lake had vegetated edges containing willow (Salix spp.) and other riparian species. Rock Island contains 
urban and agricultural development, but does contain some small, fragmented areas of shrubsteppe 
habitat. As this pathway corridor continues toward East Wenatchee, shrubsteppe habitat is more abundant 
in the undeveloped areas along SR 28. This area along SR 28 also contains riparian habitat adjacent to the 
Columbia River. No streams were observed within the mapped areas during the field survey, however the 
streams may be culverted or piped at these locations.  

Mapped and field-verified features for the Rock Island to East Wenatchee pathway corridor are shown on 
Figure 6.  

3.6 Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Wildlife, Plants and 
Fish and Aquatic Species 

Because of the presence of wetlands, waterways, associated vegetated corridors, and natural areas within 
and adjacent to portions of the pathway corridors, these areas provide habitat for a multitude of resident 
and migratory birds, mammals, fish, amphibians, reptiles, and insects. Several wildlife, fish and plant 
species in the Wenatchee River Valley, Columbia River Valley, and Lake Chelan area are in decline due 
to a variety of threats such as urbanization, road construction, livestock graving, mining, pollution, 
invasive species, and disease. Species classified as sensitive, species of concern, or listed as threatened 
mapped as occurring within the vicinity of the pathway corridors by the USFWS IPaC and NOAA 
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National NMFS ESA Critical Habitat Mapper are identified in Table 1. Appendix B contains the 
USFWS IPaC report.  

TABLE 1. THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING WITHIN THE PATHWAY CORRIDORS 

Common Name 
(Scientific Name) 

Federal 
Status State Status 

Required Habitat and Potential of 
Occurrence 

Implications and 
Considerations for the 
Pathway Corridor 

Invertebrates 

Monarch Butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus) 

Candidate Candidate Patches of milkweed and nectar 
resources during breeding. In 
Washington, they typically occur 
near wetlands and riparian habitats 
in weedy fields. 

Limited regulatory 
requirements; candidate 
species are protected under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Fish 

Bull Trout  
(Salvelinus 
confluentus) 

Threatened Candidate Cold, clear streams with deep pools, 
riffles, and suitable spawning 
gravels.  

Section 7 review required if 
project is federally funded or 
permitted.  

Chinook Salmon 
(Lower Columbia 
River ESU) 
(Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha pop. 1) 

Threatened No listing Cold, clear streams with deep pools, 
riffles, and suitable spawning 
gravels.  

Section 7 review required if 
project is federally funded or 
permitted. 

Steelhead (Lower 
Columbia River 
DPS) 
(Oncorhynchus 
mykiss pop. 14) 

Threatened Threatened Cold, clear streams with deep pools, 
riffles, and suitable spawning 
gravels.  

Section 7 review required if 
project is federally funded or 
permitted. 

Birds 

Mt. Rainier White-
tailed Ptarmigan 
(Lagopus leucura 
rainierensis ) 

Threatened No listing Alpine tundra that is forb rich with 
occasional shrubs. 

Due to habitat requirements, 
these species are not expected 
to be impacted by the project. 
However, the project would 
require compliance with the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA) and Section 7 if 
federally funded or permitted. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
(Coccyzus 
americanus) 

Threatened Endangered Large blocks of riparian habitat, 
particularly woodlands containing 
cottonwoods and willows.  

Mammals 

Canda Lynx 
(Lynx canadensis) 

Threatened Endangered Areas of subalpine forests where 
snow accumulates in the late fall, 
winter, and early spring.  

Due to habitat requirements, 
these species are not expected 
to be impacted by the project. 

Section 7 review required if 
project is federally funded or 
permitted. 

Gray Wolf 
(Canis lupus) 

Endangered Endangered Remote areas that are relatively 
unpopulated with few roads or 
livestock. The landscape can vary 
from forested areas to rolling hills to 
open spaces.  

North American 
Wolverine 
(Gulo gulo luscus) 

Threatened Candidate Alpine and subalpine forest habitats.  

Plants 

Showy Stickseed 
(Hackelia venusta) 

Endangered  Steep sandy slopes in the Cascade 
Mountain Range near Leavenworth. 

Section 7 review required if 
project is federally funded or 
permitted. 

Ute Ladies’-tresses 
(Spiranthes 
diluvialis) 

Threatened  Moist environments including 
alkaline wetlands, moist meadows, 
floodplains, flooded river terraces, 
subirrigated or spring-fed 
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Common Name 
(Scientific Name) 

Federal 
Status State Status 

Required Habitat and Potential of 
Occurrence 

Implications and 
Considerations for the 
Pathway Corridor 

abandoned stream channels and 
valleys, lakeshores, irrigation canals, 
berms, levees, or irrigated meadow. 

Wenatchee 
Mountains 
Checkermallow 
(Sidalcea oregana) 

Endangered  Wetlands and moist meadows of the 
Wenatchee Mountains of central 
Washington. 

SOUCE: USFWS 2024b, NOAA 2024, and WDFW 2024c  

NOTES: DPS – distinct population segment; ESU – evolutionarily significant unit 

 

No critical habitat for any of the above species was identified as occurring within the pathway corridors. 
However, critical habitat for the above-listed fish species is present within the Wenatchee and Columbia 
rivers. Steelhead critical habitat is also mapped in several of the tributaries to the rivers. 

In addition to the state and federal species listed above, the following salmonids and other fish species are 
also known to occur with waters that cross and are adjacent to the pathway corridors (NWIFC 2024). 
These species are not currently listed by state or federal agencies.  

• Coho (Oncorhynchus kisutch) 

• Sockeye (O. nerka) 

• Kokanee, a sub species of sockeye salmon 

• Rainbow trout (O. mykiss) 

• Eastern brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) 

• Largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides) 

• Mountain whitefish (Prosopium williamsoni) 

• Walleye (Sander vitreus) 

• Westslope cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchu sclarkii lewisi) 
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4. REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 

Wetlands and streams are regulated at the federal, state, and local levels. Agencies with jurisdiction 
include the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), 
and local jurisdictions. Local jurisdictions within the pathway corridors include the Cities of Chelan, 
Entiat, Wenatchee, Rock Island, Cashmere, and Leavenworth and Douglas and Chelan counties. The 
USFWS and NMFS regulate federally endangered and threatened species and critical habitat. WDFW 
regulates work within streams and habitat areas for state endangered, threatened, or sensitive species. 
Tribes work with the USFWS, NMFS, and WDFW to ensure the preservation of listed species. 
Regulatory implications associated with development in wetlands, streams, and other critical areas 
include, but are not limited to, those described in this section. All applicable permits are required to be 
obtained prior to developing or otherwise altering streams, wetlands, or other critical areas. 

4.1 Federal Regulations 
The Corps regulates discharges of dredged or fill materials into “waters of the United States,” including 
wetlands and streams, under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The purpose of the Clean Water Act is 
to “restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.” A 
Section 404 permit may be required if a proposed project involves filling wetlands or altering streambeds 
or other waters of the United States.  

Since its inception, the definition of “waters of the United States” has been a litigious issue. Most 
recently, the Supreme Court, ruling in Sackett v. Environmental Protection Agency, sharply limited the 
scope of the federal protection for the nation’s waters under the Clean Water Act. As a result of this 
decision, the Environmental Protection Agency and Corps issued a final rule that amends the “Revised 
Definition of ‘Waters of the United States’” to conform key aspects of the regulatory text to the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision (88 Federal Register 61964–61969, September 8, 2023).  

Under the “Revised Definition of ‘Waters of the United States;’ Conforming” rule, the term “waters of 
the United States” is defined as follows (33 Code of Federal Regulations 328.3[a]):  

(1) Waters which are: 

(i) Currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign 
commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; 

(ii) The territorial seas; or 

(iii) Interstate waters; 

(2) Impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States under this definition, other 
than impoundments of waters identified under paragraph (a)(5) of this section; To meet this category, 
you must be able to demonstrate that the current impoundment would have met the criteria of a water 
of the U.S. at the time of impoundment. Meaning that prior to the impoundment the feature would 
have met a(1), a(3), a(4) or a(5). This usually requires using historic aerial photos/maps or historic 
topo maps. 
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(3) Tributaries of waters identified in paragraph (a)(1) or (2) of this section that are relatively 
permanent, standing or continuously flowing bodies of water; 

(4) Wetlands adjacent to the following waters: 

(i) Waters identified in paragraph (a)(1) of this section; or 

(ii) Relatively permanent, standing or continuously flowing bodies of water identified in paragraph 
(a)(2) or (a)(3) of this section and with a continuous surface connection to those waters; 

(5) Intrastate lakes and ponds not identified in paragraphs (a)(1) through (4) of this section that are 
relatively permanent, standing or continuously flowing bodies of water with a continuous surface 
connection to the waters identified in paragraph (a)(1) or (a)(3) of this section. 

Under the Sackett ruling, the required continuous surface connection in Number 4(ii) above must be 
sufficiently substantial so as to “make it difficult to determine where the ‘water’ ends and the ‘wetland’ 
begins.”  

The Corps has established two types of permit programs under Section 404: nationwide and individual. 
Nationwide permits are issued when a proposed activity will have minimal adverse impacts on wetlands 
or streams. All other projects are evaluated under the individual permitting process. The Corps determines 
which permitting process is used for a proposed project. The Corps requires that wetland or stream 
impacts be avoided or minimized to the extent practicable, and mitigation is likely required for 
unavoidable wetland or stream impacts. 

A Section 404 permit or federal funding for the project would trigger a Section 7 Consultation under the 
Endangered Species Act. A Section 7 Consultation requires federal agencies to consult with the USFWS 
and NMFS to ensure the funded, authorized, or permitted project would not jeopardize the existence of 
any threatened or endangered species or critical habitat.  

The MBTA prohibits the incidental (intentionally or unintentionally) “take” (pursue, hunt, capture, or kill) 
of protected bird species including adults, chicks, and viable eggs (86 FR 54642, pg. 54642-54656); 
however, these protections only extend to native species. The project would be required to comply with 
the MBTA, particularly during nesting season. 

4.2 State Regulations 
The state certification process under Section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act is usually triggered 
through a Section 404 permit application. Section 401 directs each state to certify that proposed in-water 
activities will not adversely affect water quality or violate state aquatic protection laws. In Washington 
State, Ecology is responsible for administering the state certification program. Ecology may issue 
approval, approval with conditions, denial, or a request for delay due to lack of information. Any 
conditions attached to the Section 401 certification become part of the Section 404 permit. However, 
Ecology may also conduct the state certification process outside of a Section 404 permit application for 
wetlands that are not considered Waters of the United States under the Sackett decision. Under the state’s 
Water Pollution Control Act (Revised Code of Washington [RCW] 90.48), Ecology has jurisdiction to 
control and prevent pollution in waters of the state. According to RCW 90.48.020, Waters of the state 
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include “lakes, rivers, ponds, streams, inland waters, underground waters, salt waters and all other surface 
waters and watercourses within the jurisdiction of the state of Washington.” 

WDFW regulates stream work through a Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA). If work associated with the 
project crosses a stream or is located within a stream, an HPA and coordination with WDFW would likely 
be required. 

4.3 Local Regulations 
The project’s pathway corridors cross through several local jurisdictions including the Cities of Chelan, 
Entiat, Wenatchee, Rock Island, Cashmere, and Leavenworth and Douglas and Chelan counties. Each 
jurisdiction regulates the following critical areas:  

• Wetlands 

• Frequently Flooded Area 

• Geologic Hazard Areas 

• Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas 

• Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas 

In addition, the City of Cashmere regulates Landslide Hazard Areas and Erosion Hazard Areas. The scope 
of this report only includes the examination of wetlands and Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation 
Areas, which include streams/riparian areas.  

Table 2 identifies each jurisdiction’s critical areas ordinance and the trigger for a critical areas review.  

A critical area review by a local jurisdiction is typically triggered if work is occurring within or adjacent 
to the critical area (Table 2). It is generally prohibited for any activity involving filling or grading to 
occur within wetlands, streams, or their buffers to limit adverse impacts of development. Wetlands within 
the local jurisdictions are classified into categories (Category I to Category IV) by the Washington State 
Wetland Rating System for Eastern Washington (Hruby 2014). The Wetland Rating system categorizes 
wetlands based on their sensitivity to disturbance, significance, rarity, functions, and if they can be 
replaced. Once a wetland has been categorized, the local jurisdiction will assign it a buffer. Wetland 
buffer widths within the pathway corridors vary, but generally range from 40 feet for Category IV 
wetlands to 250 feet for more sensitive Category I wetlands.  

Each jurisdiction designates different natural resources as Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas; 
these definitions are included in Appendix C.  
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TABLE 2. LOCAL JURISDICTION CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 

Pathway 
Corridor Jurisdictions Code Section  Trigger for Critical Area Review  

Chelan to Manson City of Chelan Chapter 14.10 Critical Areas Development/alterations within 250 feet.  

Chelan County Chapter 11.77 Critical Areas 

Chapter 11.78 Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat 

Chapter 11.80 Wetlands 

Development/alterations likely to be within or 
adjacent to a critical area whose buffer may 
overlap with proposed action. 

Wenatchee to 
Entiat to Chelan 

Entiat Chapter 17.10 Critical Areas Development/alteration within, adjacent to, or 
likely to affect a critical area. 

Leavenworth to 
Cashmere to 
Wenatchee 

Cashmere Chapter 18.10 Critical Areas 
Code 

Identification and characterization of all critical 
areas on or adjacent to the proposed project 
area. For areas off site of the project site, 
estimate conditions within 300 feet of the 
project boundaries.  

Malaga to 
Wenatchee 

Wenatchee Chapter 12.08 Critical Areas Identification of the ecological functions 
associated with and in the vicinity of the 
subject property and adjacent properties 
within 200 feet or the extent of the adjoining 
critical area. 

Rock Island to 
East Wenatchee 

Rock Island Title 18.04 Critical Areas 
Protection 

Identify critical areas on or near the site. 

Douglas County Ch. 19.18 Resource Lands/
Critical Areas- General 
provisions 

Identify critical areas within 100 feet of the 
proposed project. 

Leavenworth Chapter 16.08 Critical Areas Development/alterations within, adjacent, or 
likely to affect critical areas 

 

Some of the local jurisdictions regulate streams and other waterbodies as Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Areas within local ordinances, and their buffers are based on the state’s water typing system 
(WAC 222-16-030). The water typing is a classification system that identifies whether streams or other 
waterbodies are used by fish and whether or not they experience perennial flow. There are four general 
water type classifications: 

• Type S, designated as “shorelines of the state” as defined in RCW 90.58.030. 

• Type F, fish-bearing stream that can be seasonal or perennial. 

• Type Np, non-fish bearing stream with perennial flow. 

• Type N, non-fish stream with seasonal flow. 

Waters within and adjacent to the project pathway corridors range from Type S waters (such as the 
Columbia River, Wenatchee River, and Lake Chelan) to Type F streams (like Chumstick Creek and 
Swakane Creek), and to smaller unnamed Np and N waters. Buffer widths within the pathway corridors 
vary between jurisdiction for streams and others water, and range from 50 to 300 feet. 

Each jurisdiction specifies mitigation measures for impacts on critical areas. Applicants are first required 
to demonstrate that all reasonable efforts have been made to avoid and minimize impacts on critical areas. 
When alteration to a critical area is proposed, the applicant must follow the mitigation sequencing process 

https://library.municode.com/wa/chelan/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT14ENRE_CH14.10CRAR
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ChelanCounty/#!/Chelco11/Chelco1177.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ChelanCounty/#!/Chelco11/Chelco1178.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/ChelanCounty/#!/Chelco11/Chelco1180.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Entiat/#!/html/Entiat17/Entiat1710.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Cashmere/#!/Cashmere18/Cashmere1810B.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Wenatchee/#!/Wenatchee12/Wenatchee1208.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/RockIsland/#!/RockIsland18/RockIsland1804.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/DouglasCounty/#!/DouglasCounty19/DouglasCounty1918.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Leavenworth/#!/Leavenworth16/Leavenworth1608.html
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to first avoid and minimize impacts before proposing compensatory mitigation. Each jurisdiction provides 
a list of activities allowed with critical areas or their buffers. All the local jurisdictions provide 
exemptions for trails or other passive recreational activities with critical areas or their buffer. However, it 
is unclear if the Chelan-Douglas Trail project would qualify for these exemptions as several of them 
include provisions such as the trail shall not be paved or exceed 4 feet in width. 

If impacts on critical areas or their buffers are unavoidable, compensatory mitigation ratios are 
established by each jurisdiction. Examples of compensatory mitigation include enhancement of degraded 
buffers by planting native species, removing structures and impervious surfaces within buffers, and other 
measures to achieve equivalent or greater buffer functions. If on-site mitigation is not feasible, the local 
jurisdiction may approve use of a mitigation bank as a form of compensatory mitigation for impacts on 
wetlands or streams. Ecology’s Wetland Mitigation Banking website (https://ecology.wa.gov/water-
shorelines/wetlands/mitigation/wetland-mitigation-banking) provides a list of potential mitigation banks 
throughout the state.  

https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/wetlands/mitigation/wetland-mitigation-banking
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/wetlands/mitigation/wetland-mitigation-banking
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5. RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS 

Once the pathway corridors have been confirmed and conceptual design is underway, site specific studies 
on critical areas would be required including stream and wetland delineations in impacts areas. 
Coordination with local planning officials is also recommended to discuss potential effects on critical 
areas and measures for avoiding, minimizing and/or mitigating to off-set any unavoidable impacts. 
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IPaC resource list

This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical

habitat (collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's

(USFWS) jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced

below. The list may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but

that could potentially be directly or indirectly affected by activities in the project area.

However, determining the likelihood and extent of effects a project may have on trust

resources typically requires gathering additional site-specific (e.g., vegetation/species

surveys) and project-specific (e.g., magnitude and timing of proposed activities) information.

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the

USFWS office(s) with jurisdiction in the defined project area. Please read the introduction to

each section that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, USFWS Facilities, and NWI

Wetlands) for additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that

section.

Location
Chelan and Douglas counties, Washington

Local office

Washington Fish And Wildlife Office

  (360) 753-9440

  (360) 753-9405

U.S. Fish & Wildlife ServiceIPaC

9/11/24, 7:22 AM IPaC: Explore Location resources

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/PSAF4PERHRHILCZBOW5HQSDVYE/resources 1/11

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/


510 Desmond Drive Se, Suite 102

Lacey, WA 98503-1263

9/11/24, 7:22 AM IPaC: Explore Location resources

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/PSAF4PERHRHILCZBOW5HQSDVYE/resources 2/11



Endangered species
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of

project level impacts.

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each

species. Additional areas of influence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes

areas outside of the species range if the species could be indirectly affected by activities in

that area (e.g., placing a dam upstream of a fish population even if that fish does not occur at

the dam site, may indirectly impact the species by reducing or eliminating water flow

downstream). Because species can move, and site conditions can change, the species on this

list are not guaranteed to be found on or near the project area. To fully determine any

potential effects to species, additional site-specific and project-specific information is often

required.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the

Secretary information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be

present in the area of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted,

funded, or licensed by any Federal agency. A letter from the local office and a species list

which fulfills this requirement can only be obtained by requesting an official species list from

either the Regulatory Review section in IPaC (see directions below) or from the local field

office directly.

For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC

website and request an official species list by doing the following:

1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.

2. Click DEFINE PROJECT.

3. Log in (if directed to do so).

4. Provide a name and description for your project.

5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed species  and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the fisheries division of the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA Fisheries ).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown

on this list. Please contact NOAA Fisheries for species under their jurisdiction.

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also

shows species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for

more information. IPaC only shows species that are regulated by USFWS (see FAQ).

1

2
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https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/consultations/endangered-species-act-consultations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species-directory/threatened-endangered
https://www.fws.gov/law/endangered-species-act
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/status/list


2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an office

of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.

The following species are potentially affected by activities in this location:

Mammals

Birds

Fishes

NAME STATUS

Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does

not overlap the critical habitat.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3652

Threatened

Gray Wolf Canis lupus

There is final critical habitat for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4488

Endangered

North American Wolverine Gulo gulo luscus
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5123

Threatened

NAME STATUS

Mt. Rainier White-tailed Ptarmigan Lagopus leucura

rainierensis

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9234

Threatened

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does

not overlap the critical habitat.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911

Threatened

NAME STATUS
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3652
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4488
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5123
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https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911


Insects

Flowering Plants

Critical habitats

Potential effects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the

endangered species themselves.

This location overlaps the critical habitat for the following species:

Bull Trout Salvelinus confluentus

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location

overlaps the critical habitat.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8212

Threatened

NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

NAME STATUS

Showy Stickseed Hackelia venusta

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5210

Endangered

Ute Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2159

Threatened

Wenatchee Mountains Checkermallow Sidalcea oregana

var. calva

Wherever found

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does

not overlap the critical habitat.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7222

Endangered

NAME TYPE
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Bald & Golden Eagles

Bald and Golden Eagle information is not available at this time

What does IPaC use to generate the potential presence of bald and golden eagles in my specified

location?

The potential for eagle presence is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). The

AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is queried

and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project

intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in

that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply). To see a list of all birds potentially present in your

project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs of bald and golden eagles in my

specified location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other

species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

Bull Trout Salvelinus confluentus

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8212#crithab

Final

There are no documented cases of eagles being present at this location. However, if you

believe eagles may be using your site, please reach out to the local Fish and Wildlife Service

office.

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management

Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds

https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-

migratory-birds

Nationwide conservation measures for birds

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-

measures.pdf

Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC

https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-

golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action
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The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge

Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science

datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid

cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because

they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a

particular vulnerability to offshore activities or development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area.

It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially

present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What if I have eagles on my list?

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating

the Eagle Act should such impacts occur. Please contact your local Fish and Wildlife Service Field Office if

you have questions.

Migratory birds

Migratory bird information is not available at this time

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  and the Bald and Golden

Eagle Protection Act .

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to

migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and

consider implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.

2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management

Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds

https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-

migratory-birds

Nationwide conservation measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC

https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-migratory-birds-and-bald-and-

golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action

1

2
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Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory

birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all

birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds

are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in the area, identifying the

locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure.

To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding in your project area, view the Probability of

Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits may be advisable depending on the type of activity

you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my specified

location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other

species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge

Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science

datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid

cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because

they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a

particular vulnerability to offshore activities or development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area.

It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially

present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially

occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by

the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and

citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes

available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret

them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering,

migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look at the range maps

provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each bird in your results. If a bird

on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur in your

project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds

elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:
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1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their

range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin

Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in

the continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either

because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in

offshore areas from certain types of development or activities (e.g. offshore energy development or

longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, in

particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of

rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and

minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and

groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data

Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to

you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird model results files underlying the portal

maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird

Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the

year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional

information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study and the nanotag studies or contact

Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating

the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of birds of

priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for identifying what other

birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds

potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be aware this report provides the "probability of

presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that overlap your project; not your exact project footprint.

On the graphs provided, please also look carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar)

and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key

component. If the survey effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more

dependable. In contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack

of certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for identifying

what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might be there, and if they

might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you know what to look for to

confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement conservation measures to avoid or
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minimize potential impacts from your project activities, should presence be confirmed. To learn more

about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell me about conservation measures I can implement to

avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.

Facilities

National Wildlife Refuge lands

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must

undergo a 'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the

individual Refuges to discuss any questions or concerns.

There are no refuge lands at this location.

Fish hatcheries

There are no fish hatcheries at this location.

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory

(NWI)
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers District.

Wetland information is not available at this time

This can happen when the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map service is unavailable, or

for very large projects that intersect many wetland areas. Try again, or visit the NWI map to

view wetlands at this location.

Data limitations
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The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level

information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of

high altitude imagery. Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A

margin of error is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular

site may result in revision of the wetland boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image

analysts, the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work

conducted. Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any

mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There

may be occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted

on the map and the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of

aerial imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or

submerged aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and

nearshore coastal waters. Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also

been excluded from the inventory. These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial

imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe

wetlands in a different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or

products of this inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local

government or to establish the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies.

Persons intending to engage in activities involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should

seek the advice of appropriate Federal, state, or local agencies concerning specified agency regulatory

programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities.
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Chelan-Douglas Regional Pathways Master Plan C-1 ESA / D202301412.00 
Natural Resources Existing Conditions Report  October 2024  

TABLE C-1 
FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREAS 

Pathway 
Corridor Jurisdiction Definition 

Chelan to 
Manson 

City of Chelan 

(CMC 14.10.050.C) 

a. All priority habitat and species areas shown on the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife's (WDFW) priority habitats and species maps, as amended; 

b. All areas shown as wildlife habitat on the city's generalized critical areas map; 
and 

c. All riparian and wildlife corridors shown on the city's open space map. 

Chelan County 
(CCC11.78) 

(A) Areas where federal or state endangered, threatened, and sensitive species 
have a primary association; 

(B) Habitats and species of local importance, as determined locally. Currently, 
the county has determined that mule deer and elk winter range and migration 
corridors are habitats of local importance; 

(C) Naturally occurring ponds under twenty acres and their submerged aquatic 
beds that provide fish or wildlife habitat. This does not include ponds 
deliberately designed and created from dry sites, such as canals, stormwater 
detention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, temporary 
construction ponds, and landscape amenities, unless such artificial ponds were 
intentionally created for mitigation; 

(D) Waters of the state, as identified in subsection (2) of this section; 

(E) Lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers planted with game fish by a governmental 
or tribal entity; and 

(F) State natural area preserves, natural resource conservation areas, and state 
wildlife areas. 

Wenatchee to 
Entiat to Chelan 

Entiat 

(EMC 17.10.310) 

(1) Areas where endangered, threatened, and sensitive species have a primary 
association. 

(2) Naturally occurring ponds under 20 acres and their submerged aquatic beds 
that provide fish or wildlife habitat. 

(3) Lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers planted with game fish by a governmental 
or tribal entity. 

(4) Areas associated with anadromous fish species. 

(5) Waters of the state. 

(6) Known critical fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas in the city of Entiat 
include the Columbia River (Lake Entiat) and the Entiat River. 

(7) Habitats and species of local importance, as determined locally. 

(8) State natural area preserves, natural resource conservation areas, and state 
wildlife areas. 

Malaga to 
Wenatchee 

Wenatchee 

(WMC 12.08180) 

(a) Areas in which endangered, threatened, and sensitive species have a 
primary association; 

(b) Habitats and species of local importance, as determined locally; 

(c) Naturally occurring ponds under 20 acres and their submerged aquatic beds 
that provide fish or wildlife habitat; 

(d) Waters of the state; 

(e) Lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers planted with game fish by a governmental 
or tribal entity; 

(f) State natural area preserves, natural resource conservation areas and state 
wildlife areas; 

(g) Riparian areas; 

(h) Intermittent and perennial streams; and 

(i) Priority habitats and species as identified by the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Priority Habitats and Species Program. 



Appendix C. Fish and Wildlife Conservation Areas 
 

Chelan-Douglas Regional Pathways Master Plan C-2 ESA / D202301412.00 
Natural Resources Existing Conditions Report  October 2024  

Pathway 
Corridor Jurisdiction Definition 

Rock Island to 
East Wenatchee 

Rock Island 

(RMC 18.04.020.B) 

1. Areas with which endangered, threatened, and sensitive species have 
primary association; 

2. Habitats and species of local importance; 

3. Naturally occurring ponds under 20 acres and their submerged aquatic beds 
that provide fish and wildlife habitat; 

4. Waters of the state; 

5. State natural area preserves and natural resource conservation areas. 

Douglas County 

(DCC 19.18C.020) 

1. Areas in which endangered, threatened, and sensitive species have a 
primary association; 

2. Habitats and species of local importance; 

3. Naturally occurring ponds under twenty acres and their submerged aquatic 
beds that provide fish or wildlife habitat; 

4. Waters of the state; 

5. Lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers planted with game fish by a governmental 
or tribal entity; or 

6. State natural area preserves and natural resource conservation areas. 

Leavenworth to 
Cashmere to 
Wenatchee 

Cashmere 

(CMC18.10C) 

…means those areas identified as being of critical importance to maintenance 
of fish, wildlife and plant species, including: areas with which endangered, 
threatened and sensitive species have a primary association; habitats and 
species of local importance; naturally occurring ponds under 20 acres and their 
submerged aquatic beds that provide fish or wildlife habitat; lakes, ponds, 
streams and rivers planted with game fish by a governmental or a tribal entity; 
state natural area preserves and natural resource conservation areas. 

Leavenworth 

(LMC 16.08.410) 

A. Areas with which state or federally designated endangered, threatened, and 
sensitive species have a primary association: classified as fish and wildlife 
habitat conservation areas of state or federal importance. 

B. Habitats and species identified in reference to lists, categories, and 
definitions promulgated by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife as 
identified in WAC 232-12-011 or 232-12-014; in the priority habitats and species 
(PHS) program of the Department of Fish and Wildlife; or by rules and 
regulations adopted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, or other agency with authority for such designations. 

C. Areas associated with anadromous fish species: classified as fish and wildlife 
habitat conservation areas of state or federal importance. 

D. Waters of the state, including naturally occurring ponds under 20 acres: 
classified as fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas of local importance. 

E. State natural area preserves and natural resource conservation areas: 
classified as fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas of local importance. 

F. Areas formally designated by the city as areas of rare plant species, high 
quality ecosystems, or land useful or essential for preserving connections 
between habitat blocks and open spaces: classified as fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas of local importance. 

G. All such areas within the city and its UGA, regardless of any formal 
identification, are hereby designated as critical fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas. 
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